Rose Burlingham Living Room Gallery is pleased to announce:

Opening January 18th, 2010

Joni Wehrli,

Different Anatomy

Works on paper and canvas

01/18 – 02/12

 Joni Wehrli’s series of drawings and paintings based on a linear framework of medical illustrations vitalize the forms of internal organs and liberate them from their usual context. Her cheerful compositions, rendered in bold color are reminiscent of stylized forms from the natural world or dismantled and rearranged machinery, whose  “shapes take on the likeness of an orchid, a tree, a car engine, a section of plumbing. A uterus can resemble a heart; a heart evokes a sentiment when the labeling of its parts contains a poem.

Structures within the body cavity also trade features or modify their essence. The artist’s heightened awareness of anatomical structure comes from personal medical experience and yoga practice (see statement) that she has transmogrified into a vivid celebration of color and light

Statement for "Different Anatomy"

These paintings and drawings take off from illustrations in medical textbooks, as a way of capturing the vitality of the body’s internal organs, and their liberation from their normal context.

Organs are always thought of in terms of the job they perform for the body’s sake. An organ is a tool that works for a purpose, and the purpose is the whole larger body it’s in. As a result the organ is not respected for its own sake. In a way the organ is set free when it’s taken out of the body, because then at last it isn’t being defined relative to the job it’s doing.

Re-organized organs mean something specific to me. Over the last few years I went through surgical procedures that also harked back to other surgeries from childhood, with associations of things leaving their normal contexts.  “She has different anatomy,” is a phrase I kept hearing from doctors in the hospital, in reference to my missing bile duct and the loop of jejunum used to replace it.

In liberating the organs from their normal place and purpose, I have tried to capture their vitality. I have also altered their anatomical structure, as the doctors did with my own insides. Beautified, stylized, and rendered in a vivid palette,

the drawings in this series bridge the gap between my last body of work and this one because they are composed of cut and collaged sections of former watercolors and gouaches. My last paintings were also made up of older oil paintings cut and rearranged. Now I have switched to acrylic and I am exploring how small scale translates into large scale.

The drawings serve as studies for the larger paintings. In the paintings, I keep the general shape of the drawing intact against a background of transparently primed canvas, but parts of the whole change their shape and rearrange their order. Paint’s way of holding light feels especially suited to these organ images: they seem struck by the light, again as if they’ve suddenly been brought out from inside a body.
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